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  “No Boundary: From Matter to Spirit “
Paintings by Elizabeth to highlight Women’s History month at the Atelier 

The African American Atelier will showcase the extraordinary works of Mexican artist- educator Elizabeth Leal in “No Boundary: From Matter to Spirit” an exhibition of recent paintings. The artist opening reception is scheduled for Saturday March 14, 2009 at 4:00 PM in the Greensboro Cultural Center, 200 N. Davie Street.  The exhibit which celebrates the timeless works of Leal highlights Women’s History Month and will run through May 8, 2009.   

Leal, who frequently uses materials from textile to papier mâché, is a painter who explores a variety of media to include crafts and sculpture. She seeks to experience the transformative power of art, finding connections between matter and spirit in each of her works. 

Leal is a native of Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico and attended Universidad Autonoma de Neuvo Leon.  She received her Master in Fine Arts and Ph.D. Interdisciplinary Fine Arts degrees from Texas Tech University.  

Leal is a believer in the transformative power of art and seeks to open opportunities through her teaching for others to explore such power.  She engages in outreach programs for children and teachers, and is actively involved in community service.  She is currently Art Education Program Coordinator to the UNCG Department of Art and supervises student teachers in the field.  

Art has great power according to Elizabeth who searches to experience the power of art and tries to expose her reality to others through the aesthetic approach.  Leal’s work represents her experiences and interpretations of events and situations for the past and present and her idealization of the future.

“It is my profound belief that art allows individuals to access various levels of consciousness from lowest to highest.  During the art making process, the artist enters moments of heightened awareness.  

In such moments of inner transformation, there exist no boundary between matter and spirit”. She says.  

Leal further comments: “The artist’s experience materializes in the artwork and reveals itself to the viewer.  Such materialized vision contains a problem and its solution understandable to the artist and the viewer and therein lies art’s transformative power.”

In addition to sharing her thoughts in a gallery talk during the opening reception, Leal will conduct a workshop “No Boundary: Exploring Shapes and Colors” with 7-10 year olds to demonstrate the freedom with art and visual concepts. This workshop will be held at the African American Atelier, Inc., 200 N. Davie Street, Greensboro, NC 27410 on March 14, 2009 at 10:00 AM.  Registration will be on a first-come, first-served basis and will be accepted through March 10, 2009.  The public is invited to attend all events which are free and open to the public.

The gallery hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10:00-5:00 pm, Wednesdays 10:00-7:00pm and Sundays 2:00-5:00 pm

The exhibition is supported in part by the North Carolina Arts Council.

