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Atelier Gallery kicks of 

22nd Annual African American Arts Festival

& celebrates   

“18th Anniversary with Founding Members Invitational Show”

Featuring Juan Logan

(2009 African American Arts Festival Artist)

The African American Atelier kicks off the 22nd Annual African American Arts Festival and celebrates eighteen years of service to the Guilford County community with the opening of its Founding Members Invitational exhibition Sunday, January 11, 2009 at 3:00 PM in the Greensboro Cultural Center. The exhibition which showcases founding member local artists runs through February 28, 2009 and features the 2009 African American Arts Festival artist Juan Logan of Belmont, North Carolina. The county-wide Arts festival which celebrates artistic accomplishments of African Americans and other ethnic groups through various art forms from January 11 through March 31, 2009.  

Juan Logan a native of Nashville, Tennessee attended Clark College in Atlanta, Georgia and Howard University in Washington, D.C. during the mid sixties. He studied African and European art, craftsmanship and design and his associations during that period with other artists his age and older provided an impetus for Logan’s own artistic growth.   

Logan who has become a major force in the North Carolina art community has shown his works widely nationally and internationally since 1969 in group and individual shows.  His works in a variety of media have been praised for their strong symbolism and visual impact as well as for his technical mastery. Recent exhibits include one-man shows at Spirit Square, the Jerald Milberg Gallery, the Mint Museum of Art in Charlotte, North Carolina and St. John’s Museum of Art in Wilmington, North Carolina.  Group exhibits include the Southeastern Center for Contemporary Art in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and the Cleveland Center for Contemporary Art in Ohio. 

His works are included in numerous public, private and corporate collections including the National Museum of African Art in Washington, D.C.; Los Angeles Museum of African American Art; Bell South in Atlanta, Georgia; Nations Bank in Charlotte, North Carolina and the Art in Embassies Program in Lome, Togo.

Logan’s work has been the subject of many articles and reviews.  He is included in Who’s Who in American Art (1976), Who’s Who Among Black Americans (1976-77) and African American Art and Artists (1990).

Logan has received numerous commissions. In 1991, he was selected for a North Carolina Artists Fellowship and was one of six artists commissioned to execute a mural panel for the New Charlotte Convention Center in 1994.  In 1995 he was commissioned to create an interactive sculpture by the Gaston County Public Library. Juan’s work has also been exhibited at the Greens Hill Center for North Carolina Art in Greensboro, the Danville Museum of Art in Danville, Virginia, the Halsey Gallery at the College of Charleston School of Arts in Charleston, South Carolina, Winthrop University, and Howard University in Washington, D.C. and the Diggs Gallery in Winston Salem, North Carolina.

Logan’s work which will be highlighted in the Founding Members exhibition will feature select images from his “Notes and Observations” series first exhibited at the Rocky Mount Arts Center n Rocky Mount, North Carolina. This body of two-dimensional paintings are defined by external shape and internal structure of fabric, encapsulating layers of imagery that define decades of social change, injustice, African American experiences as well as other issues.   

Some highlighted events of the African American Arts Festival include: African American Heritage School Days presented by Sigma Kappa Omega Chapter/Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. Inc. and hosted by City Arts/Greensboro Parks & Recreation March 12-13, 2009 will be held at the Greensboro Cultural Center.  Area elementary students will experience the traditions of African and African American cultures.  African American Heritage Extravaganza hosted by City Arts/Greensboro Parks and Recreation March 14, 2009 at the Greensboro Cultural Center from 11am-4pm. is a family festival incorporating entertainment, demonstrations, vendors, storytelling, children’s craft activities and food. Admission is free for the festival. For more information about Heritage School days and the Extravaganza call (336) 373-2044.

The festival will also highlight a Native American Cherokee Pottery “People of One Fire” and children’s program will be hosted by Guilford Native American Art gallery and the Atelier at the Greensboro Cultural Center on February 21, 2009, 2:00 – 5:00 PM.  
Mexican American artist Elizabeth Leal will be featured in “No Boundary: From Matter to Spirit”.  The exhibit opening and artist reception will be held at the Atelier Saturday, March 14, 2009 at 4:00 PM and will close out festival events.  

Atelier co-founder, arts educator and exhibit curator Alma Adams, Ph. D., comments that: “The festival provides an opportunity to celebrate extraordinary artistic talent and creative energy while embracing a community’s diversity” The exhibition is free and open to the public. Partial funding and support for the exhibition events are provided by The North Carolina Arts Council, Guilford County and United Arts Council of Greensboro. 
The community is cordially invited to attend all events Gallery hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10:00 AM. – 5:00 PM, Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 7:00 PM and Sunday from 2:00 PM-5:00 PM.  For more information about the exhibit and festival events call (336) 333-6885.
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